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George  Burnett  Devine,  Miamisburg,  Ohio,  leads  a  useful,  interesting  life  despite  his 
lack  of  sight  and  hearing.  He  puts  in  a  full  day  in  his  workshop,  then  spends  his 

evenings  in  literary  pursuits 


B  EING  blind  and  deaf  has  not  hand¬ 
icapped  George  Burnett  Devine,  55- 
year-old  resident  of  Miamisburg, 
Ohio,  from  making  a  real  contribution 
to  his  community. 

When  his  affliction  became  perma¬ 
nent  about  fifteen  years  ago,  he  re¬ 
membered  that  Jesus  was  a  carpenter. 
So  he  taught  himself  the  carpenter’s 
trade  through  which  he  could  support 
himself  and  do  the  most  good  in  his 
community.  He  set  up  a  workshop  in 
the  basement  of  his  aunt’s  home  with 
equipment  ranging  from  hammer  and 
nails  to  a  mjtre  saw.  Characteris¬ 
tically,  the  first  products  to  come  from 
his  shop  were  toys  for  the  poor  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  home  town.  He  also  made 
such  marketable  articles  of  furniture 
as  chairs,  magazine  smoke  stands, 
birdhouses,  etc.,  but  his  greatest  satis¬ 
faction,  for  which  he  received  no  com¬ 
pensation,  came  from  the  toys  he 
made. 

His  biggest  worry  these  days  is  the 
scarcity  and  high  price  of  lumber. 
But  his  neighbors  in  Miamisburg  do¬ 
nate  odd  pieces  of  lumber,  and  the 
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picks  them  up  and  delivers  them  to 
him.  This  enables  him  to  continue 
making  more  toys. 

He  spends  a  full  day  in  his  work¬ 
shop.  In  the  evening  he  turns  to 
literary  craftsmanship,  using  his  own 
typewriter.  This  typewriter  has  a 
special  light-bulb  attachment  invented 
by  himself.  As  he  can  see  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  light  and  darkness,  the 


BERT  PESTER  DEAD 

Bert  R.  Pester,  56,  acting  national 
director  of  Accounting  Service,  died  of 
a  heart  attack  at  his  home  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.  C.,  September  30. 

Mr.  Pester  had  served  as  acting  di¬ 
rector  of  Accounting  Service  since  Au¬ 
gust  5,  when  he-' succeeded  the  late 
John  0.  Thorntbn.  He  had  previously 
served  as  assistant  director. 

A  veteran  of  World  War  I,  Mr. 
Pester  Was  born  in  Aurora,  Ill.,  -ETe- 
cembe/ 12,  1891,  and  educated-  in  the 
public  schools  there.  Bsfdre  joining 
the  Red  Cross  staff  in  1927,  he  worked 
as  salesman  and  as  an  accountant  and 


bulb’s  flashing  tells  him  when  he 
reaches  the  end  of  a  line.  In  his  desk 
he  keeps  an  alphabetized  Braille  file 
with  ready  information  so  he  will 
not  have  to  bother  his  aunt,  Mrs. 
Thomas  C.  Frank,  and  others.  Mrs. 
Frank  converses  with  him  by  spelling 
out  her  own  words  into  his  hand.  She 
thus  helps  him  talk  with  others. 

Mr.  Devine  recently  completed  a 
history  of  his  home  town  of  Miamis¬ 
burg  which  he  will  not  be  able  to  read 
himself  until  it  is  transcribed  into 
Braille.  He  is  now  working  on  a  book 
of  short  stories. 

A  volume  of  his  poems,  “Everyday 
Poems  in  Everyday  English,”  dictated 
to  a  neighbor,  Dr.  Glenn  H.  Snyder,  is 
his  special  pride.  Copies  have  been 
accepted  by  the  British  Museum  and 
Oxford  University,  England. 

And  now  he  can  hardly  wait  until 
the  Southeastern  Pennsylvania  Chap¬ 
ter  of  the  American  Red  Cross  pub¬ 
lishes  his  collection  of  poems  in  Braille 
so  that  he,  and  other  sightless  persons, 
may  read  them. 


auditor  in  Alinneapolis,  Minn.,  and 
Washington,  D.  C. 

From  1919  to  1924  he  was  employed 
in  the  division  of  Loans  and  Currency, 
U.  S.  Treasury  Department,  as  chief 
accountant.  Just  prior  to  his  Red 
Cross  association  he  was  in  private 
business. 

Mr.  Pester’s  Red  Cross  service  cov¬ 
ered  numerous  disasters.  These  in¬ 
cluded  the  Florida  hurricane  of  1928, 
the  southeastern  states  floods  of  1929, 
drought  relief 'in  Nortn  Dakota  and 
Montana  in  1931  and  die  Red  Cross 
cotton  distribution  program  of  1932. 

Mr.  Pestdr  is  survived  by  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Laura  Pester. 


Lack  of  Sight,  Hearing 
Can  t  Stop  This  Ohio 
Poet-Craftsman 
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Getting  some  pointers  jrom  leaders  in  the  field  is  Pfc.  James  Conroy  (lower  right)  of 
Halloran  Hospital,  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  who  was  chosen  by  the  Red  Cross  hospital  staff 
from  a  group  of  wounded  servicemen  for  sponsorship  toward  a  career  by  the  Cartoonists’ 
Society.  Looking  over  a  sample  of  Conroy’s  work  are  (left  to  right)  Frank  Willard,  creator 
of  “Moon  Mullins”;  Russel  Patterson,  tvhose  specialty  is  drawing  beautiful  girls;  and 

Gus  Edson,  who  dratvs  “ The  Gumps” 


Professional  Entertainers 
Still  Give  Freely  of  Their 
Time  and  Talents  on  the 
Hospital  Circuits 


their  own  time.  Now,  a  year  later,  they 
are  still  rushing  away  from  late  after¬ 
noon  rehearsals  to  catch  the  Red  Cross 
bus  which  transports  them  from  the 
American  Theatre  AVing  to  the  hospi¬ 
tals. 

They  are  still  part  of  a  program 
which  schedules  185  performances, 
calls  on  3000  entertaiiiers,  and  plays  to 
audiences  totaling  more  than  20,000 
every  month.  Nine  of  the  hospitals 
in  the  original  circuit  have  closed  but 
the  program  is  still  the  same.  In  the 
remaining  18  hospitals  audiences  who 
have  paid  their  admissions  through 
the  physical  and  mental  injuries  of 
war  are  now  able  to  have  entertain¬ 
ment  more  frequently. 

The  Red  Cross  not  only  arranges 
for  the  entertainment  but  sees  that 
the  performers  get  to  their  assign¬ 
ments.  The  Red  Cross  Motor  Corps, 
often  with  the  aid  of  the  American 
Women’s  Voluntary  Services,  trans¬ 
ports  them  to  and  from  the  hospitals. 

The  big  Red  Cross  truck  with  the 
volunteer  driver  rumbles  through  hos¬ 
pital  gates  without  interruption.  A 
Red  Cross  hospital  worker  meets  the 
group  inside  the  grounds  and  escorts 
them  to  their  evening’s  assignment. 

It  may  be  a  ward,  or  a  day  room 
or  the  hospital  auditorium.  If  time 
permits,  the  hospital  recreation  work¬ 
ers  serve  the  cast  hot  coffee  and  sand¬ 
wiches  before  the  show  goes  on. 
Otherwise,  their  supper  must  wait 
until  after  the  performance,  which  is 
carefully  cut'  to  fit/  hospital  time 
schedules. 

The  stage  manager  sets  the  scene 
with  screens  and  a  few  hand  props 
while  the  cast  changes  into  costume. 
Soon  the  show'  is  -on.  And  without 
fanfare  a  bit/  of  real  Broadway  is 
transplanted  from  the  Great  White 
Way  to  hospital  wards  and  audi¬ 
toriums. 
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Red  Cross  Motor  Service  gets  them  there  and  back  on  time.  The  big  truck  goes  into 
action  for  transportation  duty  when  theatrical  troupes  are  shuttled  to  and  from  the 
various  hospitals.  Below  is  the  “Pursuit  of  Happiness”  cast  about  to  embark  for  a  volunteer 

evening  performance  at  a  nearby  hospital 
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LACK  OP1  SIGHT,  HEARING  CAN'T  STOP 
THIS  OHIO  POET-CRAFTSMAN. 
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